
PLUS: Protect your wealth with the ultimate currency Business opportunities
that can triple your money The perfect retirement spot for less than $600 a month

Huatulco:
Invest here
today and
watch 
prices boom
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Huatulco, Oaxaca
State, Mexico.
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They pointed out stores that stock hard-to-
�nd food items and introduced us to an
industrial part of town that has all the Home
Depot-type items you need for a house or
condo…just not under one roof. Instead, there
are dozens o� ittle businesses, each with its
own specialty.

You’ll �nd English spoken widely, and the
local population very welcoming. About half
of our new friends in Huatulco are expats and
half are locals. As our Spanish improves (we’re
taking classes) we �nd it even easier to get
around this friendly town.

Huatulco has plenty of restaurant options.
We frequently eat out because it is so
inexpensive. Our favorite lunch-time place for
a quick meal is El Padrino (The Godfather).
It’s clean, friendly, and de�nitely local. It has
some of the freshest, most succulent tacos that
I’ve ever tasted...and a meal for two with a
beer each is $8.

You’ll also see great—and puzzling—
contrasts in Huatulco. This originally was a

short, but there is a mountain range to cross.
That isolation is one of the things destined

to change with Calderón’s $1.4 billion
commitment. Construction of a high-speed
road from Oaxaca to Huatulco has been
approved. It will cut the drive time from eight
hours down to three—and will put Huatulco
just seven hours by car from Mexico City. That
makes it a viable weekend trip for those from
Mexico City. It will also be an easy dr ive for
tourists coming from Oaxaca’s capital. That
road is on track for completion by 2012.

With more tourists and expats, the current
oversized infrastructure may �nally be just
right. What those tourists (and potential new
investors) will �nd in Huatulco is a beautiful,
unspoiled area o�ering a range of outdoor
activities. Seventy percent of the area in and
around Huatulco is a construction-free zone,
and building heights in town are almost
always limited to three stories.

I see promotions for these activities every
day during my morning walk around Santa

�shing village, and the larger town that has
grown up, thanks to investments in the 1980s
and 1990s, has a slight Disney-like quality. In
some areas, for instance, you’ll �nd large
public walkways and promenades that have
been built with no surrounding businesses to
draw tourists and locals to them. The four-
lane highway that hugs the coast here is
oversized for Huatulco’s current tra�c needs.
The water treatment facilities are some of the
best in Mexico. And despite its small population,
Huatulco has an international airport with
direct jet service to the U.K., U S., and Canada,
as well as to other parts of Mexico.

In some ways Huatulco has been isolated.
When I �rst arrived here, a local developer
invited me for a beer. On the front porch of
the Tipsy Blow�sh, a popular expat hangout,
he said that even though Huatulco is only 120
miles from the capital city of Oaxaca, I should
think o� t as an island. He explained that
navigating those 120 miles in a car tak es
between six and eight hours. The distance is
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San Agustin Bay 
in Huatulco.

Huatulco has 36 beaches
and nine bays.

The $1.4 billion government investment in
Huatulco will include more than the super
highway connecting it with Oaxaca. It includes
infrastructure like expanded public water
and electricity services, improvements to
the marina area to attract mega yachts,
improvements in sanitation, a new hospital
(as well as opening the naval hospital to the
public), and development of a master plan
for increasing hotel capacity. FONATUR,
Mexico’s tourism development agency, is
the force behind the master plan. The
agency says that the Huatulco area will be
developed with the strictest respect for the
environment. Since 2004 Huatulco has been
the only destination in Mexico—and one of

only seven in the world—to have Green
Globe 21 Certification as an environmentally
sustainable tourist destination.

FONATUR intends to ensure that
Huatulco maintains the designation—only
30% of the area, it says, will ever be
developed. To sustain itself economically, a
destination needs at least 5,000 hotel
rooms, FONATUR believes. At that point, the
stakeholders have enough invested to keep
development rolling. FONATUR bases that
opinion on its successful development of
resorts like Cancun and Zihuatanejo. With
the new hotel and resort construction now
underway, Huatulco may hit that magic
number in the next 18 to 24 months.

How Huatulco’s $1.4 billion investment will be spent
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By air:
Airlines serving Huatulco include
Mexicana as well as U.S. and Canadian
carriers. Continental has direct flights
from Houston (two hours). Most
international visitors will come via Mexico
City (one hour). During the high season
(November to March), charters arrive from
Manchester, England; Chicago; and five
Canadian cities including Toronto,
Vancouver, and Calgary. InterJet has just
started a Huatulco service to Toluca
Airport (Mexico City area). Fares from Los
Angeles range from $550 to $750 in the
winter season, with New York fares
slightly higher.

Oaxaca (city), only 100 air miles from

Huatulco, is served by Aerotoucan
(www.aero-tucan.com) with round-trip fare
of about $300. It’s a short distance, but
until the high-speed road is completed the
alternatives are a six- to eight-hour drive
or nine hours-plus by bus.
By bus:
A bus service is provided by ADO Bus
Lines (www.adogl.com.mx/en/index.htm)
and is comfortable. First-class service
between Oaxaca and Huatulco is $23. The
overnight trip is popular; you leave
Huatulco at 10 p.m. and arrive in Oaxaca
for breakfast. You can catch connecting
ADO buses to Mexico City, Veracruz,
Puebla, and San Cristobal, among other
destinations.

How to get there
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